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:Tu,\n^    U)  2>  1.     Crop  P.eport  as  of  June  1  I       JUH  1  f;  iq^'3.  . 

^     ^  V   ■  .  2.    Overcrowding  Ohickens  J 

Broadoast  "by  Sath  Van  DemaJi  end.  Wallace  Kadderly  in  the  Departme^t^^^f^^Agricul-' 
ture's  portion  of  the  l^ational  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Friday,  June  lirr5?37'~ovey-- — 
stations  associated  with  the  Blue  Hetwrk. 

___000  

AUNOinTCSR:     From  Washington,  we  bring  you  the  latest  crop  production  report. 
Representing  the  Department  of  Agriculture  are  that  f ri endly  pair,  Suth  Van  Deman 
and  Wallace  Kadderly. 

VAN  D3viAtI:     Thank  you  Mr.  Gibtions,  for  that  nice,  friendly  introduction.-   I'd  like 
to  ask  who  could  help  heing  friendly  on  the  farm  and  Home  Hour. 

KADDERLY:     When  Sverett  Mitchell  says  "?arm  and  Home  Hour  family,"  as  he  does 
sometimes. .  .well,  that's  exe.ctly  what  it  is  —  a  "big  family  that  taxes  in  the 
people  we  hear  in  Chicago,  the  people  here  in  Washington-,  ajid  in  Persimmon  Holler, 
and  the  listeners  from  "border  to  "border  and  coast  to  coast, 

VAN  DSI^AiJ:     The  listeners, some  of  whom,  even  now,  find  time  to  write  nice  friendly 
cards  and  letters  

KADDESIY:     And  all  of  whom  have  their  sleeves  rolled  up  to  do  the  wor'sc  .a nd  to 
make  the  sacrifices  that  are  necessary  to  win  the  war. 

VAN  DaviAlT:     Chester  Davis,  the  War  Food  Administrator,  had  something  to  say 
yesterday  afternoon  a"bout  the  work  and  neighborly  cooperation  of  the  farm  people 
of  the  nation.     Wallace,  I  hope  you  "brought  that  statement  with  you- 

KADDERLY:     I  did,  Ruth.    And  I  believe  I'll  read  it  to  the  Farm  and  Home  family 
in  full.... it's  quite  short, 

VAN  DEMAN:     By  all  means,  read  it.  ' 

KADDERLY:     All  right.     Here's  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Davis: 

I'The  June  Crop  Report  released  today  confirmed  reports  of  damage  to  crop  prospects 
during  May. .  The  damage  indicated  is  serious,  though  not  so  extensive  as  many 
had  feared  in  view  of  the  widespread  floods  durijig  the  past  month' and  continuing 
unfavorable  weather  in  some  areas  of  the  West. 

"The  Crop  Reporting  Board's  account  of  th-  remp.rka"ble  planting  record  made  by 
Illinois  fa^rmers  in  the  week  the  fields  started  to  dry  out  —  concurs  with  reports 
we  have  from  many  other  sections  that  the  farm  people  are  vrorking  without  a  bit  of 
let-up  to  get  in  all  the  acreage  that  can  be  cropped  this  year."  (Here's  the  part 
you  mentioned,  Ruth).     "Our  reliance  for  keeping  the  acreage  up  to  last  year's 
high  mark  is  the  unremitting  toil j  .and  the  neighborly  cooperation  of  the  farm 
people.    The  Nation  can  count  on  them  to  give  all  they've  got  in  the  fev/  remaining 
days  before  the  planting  deadline  for  this  year. 

"This  crop  reoort  does  not  carry  acreage  fi^^ures,  ^nd  therefore  does  not  give  a 
basis  for  estimating  the  outcome  of  th'5  year's  harvests.     Its  preliminary  indica- 
tions, however,  point  toward  per  acre  yields  under  1942  but  approaching  those  for 
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KADDSKLY:  (cont'd)  -  1937-41.    Including  livestocic  output  which  will  te  "bigger,  the 
total  food  production  of  1943  will  probably  about  match  or  reach  tha.t  of  1943, 
given  average  Veather  from  here  on,  and  adequate  labor  and  supplies  for  bringing 
the  harvests  home.     As  the  report  notes,  howevor,  either  further  delays  in  plant- 
ing or  early  frosts  would b e  costlyj     Our  needs  for  food  are  greater  thpn  last 
year.     The  meaning  of  this  report  to  all  of  us  is  redoubled  effort  to  produce 
food  on  the  farm,  in  Victory  G-ardens,  to  conserve  every  scrap  of  food,  to  waste 
nothing.     That  is  the  way  to  make  food  fight  most  effectively  for  our  side  in  this 
war. 

"Farmers  know  that  vre  need  all  the  food  that  can  be  produced.     The  crop  report 
indicates  they  have  done  a  magnificaut    job  in  getting  crops  planted  in  many  of  the 
recently  flooded  areas.     Farmers  will  obtain  fair  to  good  crops  on  thousands  of 
acres  vihich  appeared  to  be  completely  out  only  a  few  days  ago  because  of  rains  or 
drought." 

VAN  D'SIVL/UJ:  I'm  glad  you  read  Mr.  Davis'  statement  in  full,  Wallace.  A  lot  of  us 
pre  paying  close  attention  to  news  about  crop  conditions  for  the  first  time.  And 
the  news  often  caji't  be  s\ammed  up  in  two  sentences  of  a  broadcast  or  tht;  deadline 
in  the  paper. 

KADDERLY:     That's  a  fact.    Look,  Ruth,  I've  marked  up  the  crop  report  for  my  ovn. 
edification.     Suppose  I  run  through  the  main  parts. 

VAN  DWiM:     I  wish  you  would. 

KA.DDSIRLY:     All  right.     The  report  starts  with  this  statement:     Crop  prospects  in 
the  United  States  are  lower  thaja  they  were  a  month  ago  and  a  little  less  promising 
than  at  this  season  in  any  of  the  last  three  years.     By  June  1,  planting  had  been 
seriously  delayed  by  wet  weather  in  important  central  and  northeastern  St?tes, 
At  the  sajne  time,  lack  of  moisture  was  causing  increasing  concern  in  portions  of 
the  G-reat  Plains. 

^  t;' 

VAN  DMAIJ:     Don't  mind  if  I  look  over  your  shoulder,  do  you? 
KADDERLY:     Course  not. 

VAN  DEiVIAIJ:     What's  that  note  on  .the  margin? 

KADDERLY:     Yields.     Here's  one  of  the  statements  Mr.  Efevis  commented  on:  The 
report  says  if  v^e  have  decent  weather  until  ha.rvest ,  we'll  probably  have  about  as 
big  an  acreage  of  crops  as  harvested  last  year,  ajnd  crop  yields  should  approach 
those  of  1937  to  1941.     The  report  goes  on  to  say  that  some  crops  may  yield  well, 
but  it's  no  longer  possible  to  get  the  high  yields  on  crops  as  a  group  that  we 
got  last  year. 

VAN  DEMAI^;     It's  too  early  for  precise  forecasts,  isn't  it. 

KADDERLY:     Yos ,    but  you  c^m  get  some  good  general  signs.     Eor  example,  recent 
weather  has  given  promise  of  Eood.  grass  for  hay  and  pasture.     The  production  of 
hay,  plus  the  l^rge  carryover,  may  give  us  a  little  larger  supply  of  haj  than  ve 
had  in  any  year  before  1942,  but  only  about  the  normal  amount  per  unit  of  live- 
stock. 
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VAJJ  DMAK:    Oh,  there's  something  about  wheat.     (RMDING)  Winter  wheat  has  "been 

hurt  by  drought  and  "by  wet  weather.  . .  .Spring  wheat  is  now  generally  favored 

by  good  moisture  conditions.    The  total  wheat  crop.-.  . about  the  same  as  the 
average  for  1932  to  1941, 

KADD'ERLY:     A  large  crop  of  barley  sjid  a-  fairly  good  crop  of  oats  are  now  in 

prospect.    As  to  corn  it's  off  to  an  abnormally  late  start.    On  Juae  first 

probably  15  million  acres  were  still  to  be  planted.     Corn  will  ne-^d  cood  growing 
weather  to  mature  late  plantings  before  frost, 

VAN  DlMAM:     I  see  you  have  a  note  there  about  range  Iszid, 

KADDEHLY:     Condition  of  western  ranges  on  June  1  —  about  the  same  as  the  90~year 
average  for  that  date.     Range  prospects  now  appear  faii-ly  good  except  in  one  im- 
portant area  where  ranchmen, may  have  to  reduce  their  herds  unless  they  get  good 
weather. 

VAiT  DIMAH:     And  next  cones  commercial  truck  crops.     I  see  you've  briefed  that,  too. 

KADIE-RLY:     Yes,  and  in  brief,  the  report  is  that  in  northsrn  commercial  truck 
crop  areas,  the  acreage  of  early-season  crops  may  fall  b elow  expectations.  Grow- 
ers couldn't  plant  at  the  right  time.    But  they'll  plant  later-maturing  truck  crops 
on  the  same  acreage  where  they  can.     In  southern  and  western  sections.^.,  and 
these  furnish  the  bulk  of  supplies  of  vegetables  for  shipment  during  spring 
months. .. conditions  during  the  second  half  of  May  were  favorable,  for  the  most 
part , 

VAN  DiMAi<:     So  much  for- vegetables ...  let '  s  see  about  fruit. 

KADDSRLY:     Deciduous,    fruits  -  dovm  in  yield.     Here  are  the  details.    .Peaches  — 
probably  the  smallest  crop  since  1932.    Pears  —  probably  21  percent  belovr  last 
year's  crop.     Cherries  —  above  average  but  less  than  last  year.  Oommercia.l 
apples  —  somewhat  smaller  crop  than  last  year.    Apricots  —  smallest  crop  since 
1921, 

VAN  D'SvIAiT:     Say,  don't  you  have  any  good  news  about  fruit? 

KADDSRIY:     (just  be  patient,  Ruth.)     We  can  expect  larger  crops  of  -prunes,  figs, 
and  grapes  from  California.     And  thn  present  condition  of  citrus  fruits  —  the 
crop  for  market  beginning  next  fall  —  indicates  about  the  same  total  tonnage 
of  citrus  fruits  as  v/e've  had  in  th-)  1942-43  se;'Son. 

VAN  DMAcT:     Well,  I  guess  that  just  about  completes  the  list  of  crops  co^^-ered  by 
the  report.    But  if  I'm  not  mistaken,  you  caji  turn  a  page  and  come  to  sections  on 
milk  ajid  egg  production^ 


KABDSRLY:     I  can  tell  you  about  those  without  looking. 

VAi^  Da^AiJ;     All  the  same,  I'd  like  to  see  for  myself ..  .Here  we  are.    Milk  output 
in  May  nearly  2  percent  smaller  than  in  May  a  year  ago,  but  still  8  percent 
greater  than  average  for  1957-41  and  th^  second  highest  May  production  of  milk 


-  4  - 


VAN  D3MAU:   (Cont'd)     on  record. 
KA.DDER1Y:     The  chickens  did  well. 

VAN  DMAH:  I'll  say  they  did.  A  new  record  for  the  month,  of  May.  How's  this  fol* 
a  figure?    6  "billion  506  million  eg§s  in  May. 

KADDSRLY:     That's  an  sjnazing  figure.     But  it's  easier  for  me  to  rememloer  it  as 
13  percent  higher  theji  the  figure  for  May  of  1942.... 37  percent  above  the  10-year 
average.    All  through  the  year  so  far,  egg  production  is  running  well  ahead  of 
last  year.     But  the  rate  per  "bird  was  doT-m  a  little  from  May  last  year, 

VAN  D3MAtT:     Mayhe  the  lower  rate  of  production,  per  bird  is  due  to  crowding, 

KADDEHIY    Gould  he.  That's  one  of  the  possible  causes.    And  it  does  remind  me  of 
a  recommendation  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  National  Poultry  Ad- 
visory Council.     This !  is  the  recomm.^ndation;     the  safe  rule  in  housing  laying  hens 
is  to  allow  4  square  feet  of  floor  space  per  bird.     That  is,  for  average  mature 
birds  of  such  breeds  as  the  Plymouth  Rock,  Rhode  IslajQd  Red,  and  Wyandotte. 

VAN  DEMAN:     Leghorns  vrouldn't  need  quite  so  much. 

KADDSRLY:  No,  they  wouldn't.  But  they  can  get  overcrowded  too.  And  overcrowding 
almost  certainly  vdll  mean  fewer  eggs  than  the  hfms  would  otherwise  lay.  Besides, 
overcrowding  tends  to  increase  sickness  and  death  losses.  The  more  overcrowding^  . 
the  greater  the  loss, 

VAN  DEMM:     I  suppose  for  a  short  time,  though,  a  little  overcrowding  wouldn't 
hurt... for  instance  until  some  birds  can  be  culled  out, 

KADDSRLY:     That's  right.     But  as  a  ri=gular  practice,  4  square  feet  of  floor  space 
per  bird  is  the  safe  rule, 

VAN  D3MAN:     V/allace,  I  don't  want  to  interrupt  you,  but  "that  man"  is  here, 
KADDSRLY:     I  see  he  is, 

VAN  DBMAN:     And  he's  giving  us  a  "rather  significant"  look. 

KADDSRLY:     Well,  that  cpji  mean  only  one  thing.     When  "that  man"  gives  us  tha.t 
"significant  look",  it  means  he's  ready  with  the  market  report. 
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